Faulty genes cause many a disease, and yet, fiendish germs continue to contribute to substantial morbidity and mortality, particularly among immunocompromised neonates, infants, and young children. In recent years, major advances have been made in our understanding of the epidemiology of infection using sophisticated techniques of molecular biology. Progress also has been remarkable in our ability to elucidate the pathologic effects of infection using specialized techniques of radiography. With advances in maternalfetal medicine, we are breaking down formidable barriers as we extend our knowledge to the unborn fetus and the intrauterine environment, both during normal pregnancy and under hostile conditions of infection. Above all, newer and more powerful antimicrobial drugs continue to emerge for accession to our strong repertoire of therapies for infection. Under this climate, the book entitled Infectious Diseases of the Fetus and Newborn Infant, edited by Jack Remington, an internist, and Jerome Klein, a pediatrician, is perfectly timely. This book was first published in 1976, motivated by mutual interests of the editors in fetal and neonatal infections. Currently in its fifth edition, this book continues to reflect our growing wealth of knowledge in this field.
This multiauthored textbook is an excellent compendium of information on maternal, fetal, and neonatal infection. The coverage is ambitious with 56 contributing authors. Most of the authors are from the United States, and their knowledge, research, contributions, and clinical experience in the field of infection are amply evident in their scholarly discourse. With the exception of a few chapters that deal with general issues, such as developmental immunology, epidemiology, laboratory diagnosis of infection, and pharmacology of antibacterial agents, most of the 35 chapters are dedicated to specific organisms prevalent in the perinatal-neonatal period. Each chapter includes a review of the history, microbiology, epidemiology, pathogenesis, clinical features, diagnosis, prognosis, treatment, and strategies for prevention of the specific infection. With this format, some consistency in the coverage is maintained throughout the book, and needless redundancy, inherent in a multiauthored work is avoided. In addition to being well organized, each chapter is written lucidly and referenced thoroughly. For example, the chapter on developmental immunology by Lewis and Wilson has an extensive bibliography of 1167 references. The chapters on cytomegalovirus by Stagno and on syphilis by Ingall and Sanchez come to mind as examples of trenchant writing. The chapter on group B streptococcus by Edwards and Baker reflects the enormous depth of coverage. The chapter on toxoplasmosis by Remington, McLeod, Thulliez, and Desmonts is special because of the adroit use of illustrations. The coverage ends with an extensive index that makes navigation through this large book facile.
The size of the book is its strength as well as weakness. The strength is in the prodigious effort of the contributors and the enormity of information packed in 1507 pages. The weakness is the unwieldy nature of such a large volume, which renders it somewhat less useful as a bedside clinical guide. I anticipate that containing the vast information within one volume will become increasingly difficult with subsequent editions. Physicians in neonatal medicine, pediatric infectious disease, maternal-fetal medicine, and primary care, as well as students of microbiology and other health care workers will find this book extremely useful as a review guide and a reference source. The prevalent nature of infection and its entanglement with various organ systems should make it attractive as well to students of different disciplines, such as neurology, ophthalmology, and others.
All of the health care workers who deal with high-risk mothers, infants, and children constantly hope that the scourge of infection may be vitiated in the future as we understand the germs and their idiosyncratic ways, and implement the means for their abatement. This scholarly treatise by Remington and Klein should point us in the right direction of achieving that lofty goal. 
